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are many political social problems that need to be tackled.  Although the 
reform program does not have the potential to overcome these political 
and social problems, it will encourage the public to demand wider 
reforms in the years to come and will also be a beacon of hope for radical 
changes likely to happen in the future. 
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Turkey is the first country to recognize the independence of 
Kazakhstan. This can be regarded as a political initiative having very 
important symbolic meanings beyond just establishing a diplomatic 
relationship. The role of love and yearning for Central Asian Turks was 
great in this brave conduct of Turkey. 
Kazakhstan’s regional and international cooperation with Turkey has 
been developing rapidly. As a result of the cooperation the two countries 
have maintained in the direction of peace and stability in the Eurasian 
geography, the Summit of Turkish Speaking Countries has been 
institutionalized in the leadership of the two; In this context, Kazakhstan, 
Turkey and the Turkish Council has played an important role in the 
establishment of TURKPA (Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic Speaking 
Countries). TURKSOY, the institution that regulates the cultural relations 
between the Turkic Republics, depends on the Turkish Council. 
Kazakhstan is also host to the International Turkish Academy, which was 
established within the Turkish Council. The ongoing cooperation in the 
field of education and culture is another important aspect of the relations 
between the two countries. Hoca Ahmet Yesevi International Turkish-
Kazakh University, which is located in Central Turkistan, has an 
extremely important function. 
Turkey’s soft power perspective, many of the Turkish non-
governmental organizations are closely associated with the activities 
carried out in various parts of the world. Turkish non-governmental 
organizations have become increasingly active participants in 
humanitarian activities not only in the Islamic world but also in different 
continents and different ethnoreligious origins. Turkish state in the field 
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of education by providing scholarship opportunities for students from 
different parts of the world to provide undergraduate and graduate 
education opportunities in Turkey is also a product of the same 
perspective. It also established with the support of entrepreneurs from 
Turkey, providing education from primary school to university in the 
world’s various countries has contributed to the soft power of Turkey’s 
foreign policy directly teaching the Turkish language and culture. 
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RISING NATIONALISM IN EUROPE, XENOPHOBIA AND 
ISLAMOPHOBIA 
Literally, Islamophobia means to fear from Islam. It is used to 
describe the fear and hate for Muslims and Islam Religion. Islamophobia 
was first used in year 1991 and came to the agenda again in the eleventh 
of September. 
After the attack made to the World Trade Center in 11th of 
September, USA occupied Afghanistan, which housed the Al-Qaeda 
Terrorist Organization who took the attack upon itself. And with the 
occupation of Iran in 2003, the fuse to the migration wave to the 
European Continent has been lit. The Arab Spring movement started in 
the Middle East, and the internal disturbances in Syria that comes after, 
was the main reason for people to migrate. 
Migrations to Europe started based especially on the civil war started 
in Syria and the internal disturbances experienced in the Middle East. As 
a result of these migrations, with reasons such as cultural conflicts, social 
conflicts, economic anxiety, the concern that the level of welfare will 
decrease, prejudice against refugees and defectors have been formed and 
the subjects of xenophobia and anti-Islam started come to the agenda. The 
people of Europe see themselves superior to Muslims and there is the 
sense of racism on the basis for Islamophobia. 
There are many reasons for the spreading of Islamophobia in 
European societies. Generally, it is suggested that these reasons originated 
from Islam and its followers. It is accepted that the Muslims in Europe 
paved the way for Islamophobia with their ideas that show 
incompatibility with the modern social order and their lifestyles. 
Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)
